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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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and refocus on the game. “Now what”? Get back in the game and determine to win. It may sound trivial but Coach Saban’s record speaks for itself. 


     The Christian’s life is much the same and the same approach will save it. We all have issues of sin in our life that weight us down and take us out of the game but you cannot      undo sin. We are left with a more serious “so what”? The answer, however, is a more serious “now what”?


     I can think of no clearer example of these principles than the story of David and Bathsheba. In II Samuel 


11:6–25 we are told of the lust, treachery, and murder that David committed. In II Samuel 12: 1–7 God sends Nathan to David with a parable and David was quick to judge the scoundrel worthy of death until he is told “You are the man”!  


     Being made to see his guilt, David   is crushed by the consciousness of his sin and answers the final (“now what”?) as he cries out for mercy. Because God had further use of David, He  punishes him but mercifully spares his life. I would encourage you to read Psalm 51 as David humbles himself before God.  It is evident that David served God faithfully and through his linage was born the Savior of mankind. 


     But, what about you and me? 


Lest we become disillusioned about sin, consider the words of John. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (Now what?) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”


 (Jn. 1:9–10). 


    Have you humbled yourself before God and ask His forgiveness?


		Joe Phillips


  





    Do you meditate?  Many Christians may instinctively answer “no” since meditation has become associated with the Eastern religions or the New Age movement.  Yet the Bible recommends a kind of meditation that is far removed from such practices.  David said, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11).  Hiding the word in our hearts, the essence of meditation, is an essential discipline in the life of the serious Christian.


    What does it mean to meditate?  The Bible uses the term to mean an intense consideration of spiritual matters.  When we meditate, we reflect carefully and deeply upon God, His Word, our conduct and our relationship to the Lord.  Paul urges us to think about things “noble, just, pure, lovely, and of good report” (Philippians 4:8).  David says, “I meditate within my heart, and my spirit makes diligent search” (Psalm 77:6).  The word David uses for “meditate” means to rehearse, to go over in one’s mind.  The Scriptures admonish us to deliberately turn our minds toward spiritual things, and to introspectively look at our lives from the spiritual dimension.  This is meditation.


    The Bible extols the benefits of time spent meditating.  Joshua was told success depended upon it (Joshua 1:8), and David defines it as the mark of a godly man (Psalm 1:2).  Meditation will humble us as we look into the mirror of God’s word and see needed improvements (James 1:22-25; Psalm 19:59).  Solomon tells us that meditation results in better decision-making and gives us direction in life, or commandments “bound to our hearts” guide and watch over us (Proverbs 6:29-23).  Further, meditation will comfort us in times of distress and trouble 


    








    As you gain more discipline to control your mind from wandering, and as your will wants to spend more time meditating, broaden your meditations beyond just Scripture.  David meditated upon the accomplishments of God:  “I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works” (Psalm 145:5).  Malachi records people meditating upon God’s name, meaning they reflected upon every facet of God’s character (Malachi 3:16.  Here is meditation’s highest goal: thinking more on God.


    If it is so that “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” then we ought to quickly realize the value of meditation.  Begin today.  Cut the TV off, and put down the newspaper.  Silence the car radio.  Make time to meditate on the Lord and His word.  “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).


_____________________________


Love is from God


“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8).


“There are probably facets of being in God’s image that we do not even begin to understand, but there is one clear example of why being in God’s image is so important:  we are given the capacity to choose love.  God is love, and if we do not have the capacity to freely choose love, then how can we be in His image?  Thus if God were to make creatures in His image, this would necessitate giving the moral capacity to love” (Doy Moyer in Mind Your Faith, p. 165).








					





Meditation


By Mark Roberts








(Psalm 119:23).  Most importantly, meditation will draw us closer to the Lord because we are thinking His thoughts, nor our own.  Could there be a better “preventative maintenance” program than this?


    Please realize the distinction between meditation and Bible study.  Studying the Bible gives us a basis for meditation, because it involves the acquiring of knowledge and facts.  Meditation is the process by which we examine those facts and see how they affect our lives, and how they fit into the big picture of knowing God better.  A failure to meditate can result in our becoming Bible encyclopedias – “know-it-alls” who have no real relationship with the Lord.  God did not give His word that we might become experts in Bible trivia but that it might change us to the core.  We activate that change process in meditation.


    How do we meditate?  Meditation is a simple process and it is best kept that way. Encumbering it with gimmicks and props only robs it of its power.  Meditation only requires a willing mind and a quiet place.  Remember how often Jesus sought solitude to pray and be alone with God?  We must do the same.  Then, select a verse of Scripture.  David advises us to meditate on the law of God (Psalm 119:97).  Turn the passage over in your mind, repeating it internally again and again.  Think of each word and what it means.  Then begin to think on how this verse applies to you.  What is God saying here?  How does this verse show God’s love for you?  What other Bible passages show this verse’s truth in action?  Where can you put this verse “in play” in your life?  Answering these kinds of questions takes time and energy.  The payoff?  As we ruminate upon the Word, we are building and strengthening our spiritual character.











SO WHAT? / NOW WHAT?


 one thing (I do), forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before.  I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil 3:13-14)


    


 One day last week I flipped on the SEC Network and sat down to catch up on The Paul Finebaum Show. For those who do not know, Paul Finebaum is a radio/TV talk show host who fields phone calls from people all over the USA who want to compare their school with the SEC. In addition to the calls he also has guest, who know and talk about things going on in the schools that comprise the Southeastern Conference.


      On this particular day he was interviewing 


Dr. Kevin Elko a sports psychologist and motivational speaker who uses his skills to teach (as he put it) grit


or, in other words, don’t quit.  Dr Elko began his career in the NFL and is now on permanent staff with Nick Saban at Alabama. His job is to teach players how to overcome the letdown and regret of a costly mistake in the game and they use catch phrases to remind players how to get over it and move on.


      The title of this article is one of those reminders and it has a lot of meaning for those who miss a play. 


So what? You can’t undo a missed assignment, “so what”? You can’t undo a fumble, “so what”? You can’t undo a dropped pass, “So What”? 


     But, wait; there is another question to be answered, “Now what”? What am I going to do to correct my mistake and not make it again? “Now What”? Acknowledge my mistake and determine to correct it.


“Now what”? Go to the source of knowledge (practice)
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Dion Clark’s mother; 


Donna Simmons and her mother, both are 


fighting cancer .Annette Rogers; June Guyton; 


Donny Gilbert; Denise Bowman’s mother; 


Donnie Harper; Debbie Adams’ mother. 


 Rhonda Ditter and her battle with cancer; 


Donna Jo Nash daughter of Sis. Jo Sadler and 


mother of Deanna and Debra; now recouping at 


home; Jo Sadler;   Remember the Gilbert and 


Douthitt family in your prayers; Wayne Eastes 


dad. David McNees’ mother recovering from


 knee surgery. The Vandergrift family at the 


passing of Harvene 


Congratulations to Zac and Heather Rogers


at the birth of their new baby boy. 


Remember to pray for all our little ones.


_____________________________________


Time to start thinking about our meeting


With Gary Sandusky


April 28 -----May 1


    ______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---W McClendon


Read Scripture---David Ditter 


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper— Preston Jackson


   Asst. 1-----Zach Adams 


   Asst. 2-----Dusty Adams


   Asst. 3-----Dennis Jones 


   Asst. 4-----Aaron Harward


   Asst. 5-----Anthony Lynch


2nd Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Adam Kreis


Closing Prayer---Gary Humfleet 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Read Scripture---Justin Douthitt


Song Leader---Jeff Lentz


2ed Prayer-----Zachary Harward


Sermon----Jeff Lacquement


Lord's Supper—Roger Pink


Announcements—Adam Kreis


Closing Prayer---Jack Green


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steven Tramell


 Invitation---Patrick Miles 


 Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














